T 0

P I

- Approved For Release 2001/08/14 CIA-RDP79R0101ZQ‘%)11000100_25X1A93
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENGTI
OFFISE OF WAPTONAL ESTTMATES

2 lay 1953
MEXORANDUM FOR THE NATIONAY, ESTIMATES BOARD
VIAz Chief, Estimates Staff
rrot: [ zas: Tean chatimem, WIE-36, Bwas
25X1A9a

SUBJECT: Priority of NiS-36

1. In NIF-20, which axplored the implications for
mainland Southeasi Asia of a Commmist victory in Indcchinag
it was pointed out that theore were in Buwrms insurgent forces
potentially capable of overthrowing the government and that
githor substantial ocutside aid {for those insurgents or direct
Chinese Commmist ettack would toppla the present Burzese Tee
gime. Thus, in a National Intelligence Estimate published
but =ix weeks ago, we racorded the axistence of sericus
threats to ths Burmese Government and estiwated the protable
eoncequences of a materialigation of those threats,

2. The IAC Watch Committes has not reported in recent
waeks any serious indicatices that those potential threats
are materielizing,

3. The bhases for the State Departuent’s request for an

NIE on an urgent priority were (2) reports of Chinese aid to
the insurgents, (b) reports of ecordinated insurgent cpera-
tions and (c¢) the existenes of conditions which the Chinese
Communists could use as a pretext for intervention. Even if

~ those reports should prove to be true upon careful evaluation,
the conditions which could be uvsed 23 a pretext for Chiress
Communist interventlon have existed for sozs time, and in any
event the limited Chiness Communist assistance to the insur-
zents now alleged to exist does not pose a scrious immediate
threat to Burma for the following rzasonss:

oLass, £ (3o Tar 18 3 (B
BETL VA b R

P a4 e
Approved For Release 2001/08/14 : C|A-RDP79R010%01{&0@Q1 00241 ‘ )
pate: 12 Men 81 peviewen:. 609256



-

‘»

Approved For Ee’lease 2001/08/14 : CIA-RDP79R0101 2&201 100010024-1

(a) It will boko some tims Defore the effect of
such aid can be felt in largew~scale insmrgent
operations,

(b) Iogistical problems end the terrain of worthern
and rastern Burma would limlit an advance against
government-controllad eentral Burma to slow
stages and ‘n small forse, and

(e) the rainy scason from Hay to October will prow
hibit large--scale rdlitary operations,

L. I% is therefore recommended that the priority of
NIE-36 be reduced to routine, in order to permit the agencies
to make a careful canvas of avallable evidence and t¢ permit
thoughtful examination of the factors involved.
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